
 

Dear parents and carers, 
It has been such a difficult year and I know you'll join with me in hoping that we have brighter times ahead. Thank you so much for all your support 
and kind thoughts as without this partnership working the school would have struggled so much more. I would wish you all a lovely and safe 
summer. Any concerns over the summer please contact myself from week 2 onwards. Remember we are not returning to school until Friday 3rd 
September. Keep your loved ones safe. 
With kind regards, 
Jill Bowe

F1A have had a fantastic final term. We have explored different 
materials and animals at the seaside in science and took full advantage 
of the lovely weather. This year’s sports day was a real highlight for 
F1A as we made such tremendous progress and showed 
determination and perseverance. Well done boys!   

We have been getting out and about in the 
local community and having fun being active 
this term in S2A. We have loved exploring 
new environments at the same time as 
improving our fitness. This has included 
going on nature walks, river walks, forest 
school days in school grounds and accessing 
Gateway Wheeler sessions. 

Hello Pupils, Parents, Carers and Staff, 
 
Finally, it is here! The summer holidays, though whether all parents & 
carers are feeling the same?   
 
We have been thrilled to be back into school this term, meeting with 
staff to carry out monitoring reviews of subjects, looking at the 
successes and challenges of the last year, and reviewing planning for 
the next.  We have not yet been into classes but are all looking 
forward to that next term. 
 
We thank all of you, for your support over the last year and a half, we 
could not run the school without you, and to our fabulous pupils, 
enjoy your holidays and have fun.  
 
Suzanne Bailey 

   

  

 

 

Senior 3A have thoroughly enjoyed their Outdoor Education sessions on 
a Tuesday; all of the students have shown great determination and 
stamina throughout. We have been on very long walks as well as visited 
the beach for a Beach Schools session. We’ve had some excellent 
weather but also some very wet days, however, the students have 
managed remarkably well and have been an inspiration to the staff 
around them. Well done Senior 3A, it has been a wonderful end to a 
fantastic year together. 

This term, students in S1CE came to an agreement to swap the 
pudding one day of the week for a healthier option. This is how we 
started ‘Thriving Thursdays’. Students explore and taste different 
fruits and vegetables each week and help to use the blender to create 
delicious smoothies. Some weeks are better than others but we are so 
proud that everyone is happy to taste new things. We could even use 
our own strawberries and spinach from the allotment to emphasise 
the fact that most of our food comes from the garden.

This term S2CE have been busy completing their lessons. We have 
especially enjoyed working in the sensory garden: we have been 
planting, weeding and watering. We have grown beetroot, peas, 
strawberries, tomatoes and courgettes.  

We would like to thank everyone who sent donations in for the 
sensory garden. 

In FFP3 we have all enjoyed learning about plants. We have 
investigated plants in lots of detail using different magnifiers. We have 
planted seeds and watched them grow under the right conditions and 

we have all helped to take care of our plants. 

 

Rebecca Stephenson took part in the 5K 
Bubble Rush Run at Leazes Park 
Newcastle, raising a total of £300 toward 
Villa Real School Minibus Project. 

We walked around Georgian gardens at 
Gideside and managed to do some magnet 
fishing while we were there in the river 
Derwent, unfortunately we did not find 
any treasure! 

Here are some photos of us in action, Well 
done boys! 

 

 

 

We would also like to say “Goodbye and good luck” to all our 
school leavers this year – we would like to thank you all for all of 
your hard work and for bringing such joy into our lives - you will be 
missed! 

The recent Hands 
project is receiving 
some lovely replies 

from charities 
including hospices. 

The sponsored Hand 
Make has so far 

raised £711 towards 
the Mini Bus appeal. 
Thank you so much 

everyone. 
 

 



 

 

  

  

 

 

Summer Term in P2CE has been busy...we have explored the theme of 
the Beach and Pirates in particular.  We enjoyed finding the shells in 
the sand and enjoyed learning how to care for the Guinea Pigs, Maggie 
and Valerie that were brought in to show us. 

We enjoyed getting out and about with the rest of the Primary bubble 
for the fantastic Keeping a Healthy Mind session outside. We all took 
our part in keeping our local environment safe and clean, by rubbish 
collecting around the school grounds. 

For National RSE Day, we read the story 'It's Okay to be Different' and 
created a different version of ourselves - can you guess who is who? 

 

S1 have enjoyed learning outside in the school grounds. We made a 
model of a river with all the features and a rock and fossil bed. We 
learnt about the work of Mary Anning who discovered dinosaur fossils. 
We also made climate change pledges for International World Peace 
Day and bread hedgehogs in our maths / baking session.  

We are very impressed with all pupils in S1 who completed the ‘Young 
Leader’s Award Scheme’ for The Archbishop of York Youth Trust.   

S1A have been undertaking more outdoor education this term and 
have become regular visitors to the National Trust Gibside.  They have 
been accessing the area focusing on looking at the changes in nature 
and more closely at plants and flowers connected to this term’s 
science topic. They have increased their physical fitness each week 
walking the same route – some pupils recalling the way and leading 
the class. They loved hugging a tree for our mental wellbeing week 
and now hug it each time they visit. S1A have also used the low ropes 
course which every pupil took an active part in accomplishing an 
element each week. Pupils have at these times worked on social skills 
and turn taking, even taking turns with other children using the 
equipment from other visiting groups. 

This term S2 have taken part in Careers Week.  Students interviewed 
our school IT Network Manager, Andrew, and gained an insight into 
the world of work.   Later in the week they quizzed a Sports Scientist 
and a Geologist. We also talked about an electrician’s job and had a go 
had making some electrical circuits. Students were very keen to know 
what these jobs entailed and untimely what they could earn.  

 

 
  

We've had such a lovely time in P1A.  In Science we explored rock 
pools and then we used a litter picker to remove the rubbish that had 
been left behind, learning about sorting materials to be recycled.  Our 
attention autism sessions continue to be a big hit, with sustained 
attention improving for everyone.  Every child anticipating what will 
come from the bucket and how to interact with new situations and 
waiting patiently for our turn.  We've all loved the ‘Snail and the 
Whale’ story, showing real empathy and understanding of the Whale 
being stranded on the beach and the desperate attempt to save 
him.  In Maths we've been exploring Numicon and linking it to 
number, also creating faces and impressions in playdoh.  In RE we 
have explored Buddhism and each week a different child dresses in 
the orange robes of Buddha and places candles and fruit in the 
temple.  What an exciting and dynamic term. 

This term in Primary 2A a group of pupils have been reading and 
exploring the sensory story ‘A Pirate Adventure’.  Pupils really 
enjoyed exploring all the sensory props especially the pirate’s 
beard! 

 

This term in P2 we have been enjoying the beautiful sunshine! 
Children have been learning all about how to stay safe in the 
sun. We have also been exploring how to look after our 
environment. Children sorted through our class messy beach 
and learned what materials could be used again. We also had 
a brilliant afternoon learning how we can stay safe when 
crossing the street. The children enjoyed whizzing around in 
the cars and practicing crossing the street with the help of our 
class lollypop person. 

Highlights of our Summer term have been revealing our book for this 
half term, ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and all the activities we have done 
relating to this. We also have enjoyed lots of storytelling with Elena 
from 7 Stories, developing a love of reading in all pupils. 

 

 

We took part in ‘The Big Sing’ and 
explored parts of a plant in Science.  
We also explored different emotions 
using masks in PSHCE. 

 

I would like to congratulate three pupils 
in our class for completing Key Stage 
‘Young Leaders Award’ and would also 
like to say a big thank you to all the 
pupils, class staff, parents and carers for 
your hard work and continuing support.   

Wishing you all a lovely summer 
holiday! 

In Music we have been learning new songs, making digital music and 
exploring tempo and pitch.  

We all enjoyed the visit from ‘Matfen’, a professional folk band. All 
children were clapping, moving and dancing to the fantastic music. 

 

Tri-golf and sports day activities were enjoyed by all, with some 
great throwing, football dribbling and jumping. 

In History, we have been learning all about what makes a good 
explorer, looking at Christopher Columbus, Emilia Earhart and Neil 
Armstrong. 

The pupils had a fantastic time taking part in all the activities in the 
yard including precision bean bag, football agility, Tri Golf shots, 
Table Cricket and skittles. 

They especially enjoyed ‘Dressing the Scarecrow’ team races, where 
classes balanced as much PE equipment on a volunteer as possible. 

 

In Art we have been exploring 
printing and patterns, with lots 
of super work. 

Everyone has been engaged 
with Science, learning all about 
what plants need, pollination 
and seed dispersal. 


