
Design and Technology Key Vocabulary 

 

EYFS 

Cooking/Nutrition Structure and Joins Construction Using a range of tools 
Apron, Chop, Cut, Fork, Knife, Mix, 
spoon, food, snack, Fruit& 
Vegetables, soft, hard  
 
meal, tasting, juicy, crunchy, sticky, 
smooth, sharp, crisp, sour, flesh, 
skin, seed, pip, core, slicing, peeling, 
squeezing, healthy diet, choosing 
 
Equipment, ingredients, planning, 
arranging, preparing, diet, healthy 

Picture, drawing, use, cut, fold 
tools, materials, bridge, house, 
tower 
 
idea, join, photograph, computer, 
fix 
 
improve, slider, lever, slot, guide, 
experiment, change 

builder, cardboard box, chair, , 
pencil, pegs, toys, wheel, moving 
 
plumber, crane, , power saw, rug, 
safety helmet, safety jacket, 
screwdriver, drill, sheet, spirit level,  
tape measure, fixing 
 
bricklayer, tool box, torch, ,  trowel, 
walkie-talkie, wrench  
 

 

Pen, pencil, cello tape, glue stick, 
scissors 
 
Masking tape, paper clip, plasticine, 
play dough, ruler, straw 
 
Bead, button, fabric, felt, sew 

 

KS1  

Cooking/Nutrition Structures Mechanism 

chop, cut, peel, cook, wash 
 
healthy, farm, factory 
 
safely, describe, clean, surfaces, decorate 

Cut, fold, join, fix, weak, strong, roll, 
 
ideas, product, model, template, information, 
materials 
pleat, stiffen, strengthen, structure, pulleys, 
hinge, levers 
 
purpose, develop, reinforce, 

 

Move, cut, materials, scissors, wheel, make, glue, 
cut, fold, sew, staple, join 
 
design, equipment, material, fabric, thread, 
shape, user 
 
describe, axel, fixed, free, design, hacksaw, vice, 
dowel, body, cab, sliders 



 

KS2 

Cooking/Nutrition Structures Mechanism 

Weigh, ingredients, recipe, sugar, taste 
 
vitamin, mineral, fat, thin, exercise and fitness,  
healthy & varied diet: texture, preference, 
greasy, moist, fresh, savoury, hygienic, edible, 
grown, reared, caught, frozen, tinned  
 
processed, seasonal, harvested nutrition, 
balance, appearance, carbohydrates, protein, 
organic 

Structure, base, thicker, thinner, corner, point, 
straight, curved drawing 
 
user, purpose, design, model, product, rectangle, 
cube, cuboid, cylinder corrugate, hinge, lever, 
switches, buzzers, investigate, label 
 
evaluate, prototype, freestanding Structures:, 
underneath, criteria, judge, privet, linkages 
functional, innovative  

Join, moving, make, product, choose, material, 
strengthen, stiffen, lights, switches, template, 
 
circuits, technology, computer, design, model, 
programme, function, refine, mechanism, 
adhesive, function, product, media, appeal, 
prototype, 
 
components, suitability, appearance, mock up, 
cams levers, linkages,  buzzers, electrical systems 

 

KS3  

Cooking/Nutrition Structures Mechanism 

 Ingredients, yeast, dough, baking soda, spice, 
sugar, fat, pour, mix, knead, whisk, beat, follow 
recipe, grow,  plants,  herbs, seed 
 
wholemeal, unleavened, herbs, carbohydrate, 
protein, vitamins, nutrients, gluten, allergy, 
combine, fold, rubbing in, create dish, healthy,  
unhealthy 
 
describe,  intolerance, savoury, seasonality, 
harvest/ing, equipment, safely, product, 
attractive,   

prototype, innovation, functional, design 
 
frame structures, reinforce, triangulation, 
stability,  
 
temporary, permanent,  

pulleys or gears,  computer, monitor, 
functionality 
 
cams,  linkages, , computer-aided design, , 
control  
 
transmit, annotated drawings, exploded 
diagrams,  

 


