
 

F1a have carried out lots of fun activities based around children in 
need. We made a cake and decorated it with our spots of icing we 
rolled and cut into circles. Even our ‘Attention Autism’ session we 
created Pudsey’s face and the covered our giant Pudsey in spots. We 
all wore fantastic children in need clothing and raised money for a 
great cause.

Senior 2 A have been working hard this term, we have based a 
lot of our learning around our set text, which is ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ by Charles Dickens. In Maths, we have been exploring 
coins and learning about the value of money just like that 
greedy Mr Scrooge, all of the boys have really enjoyed these 
sessions. In English, we have had lots of fun engaging with the 
props in our sensory story version of ‘A Christmas Carol’. We 
have also created some fantastic pictures of the main 
characters in our art sessions, such as Scrooge himself and the 
ghost of Christmas Present.  

 We have also had lots of fun taking part in some very messy 
‘Attention Autism’ sessions this term, all of the boys have been 
focused and engaged throughout these sessions and we are 
looking forward to starting phase 4 when we return to school in 
the New Year.  

Hello All, 
 
We welcome a new governor this term, some of whom may recognise the 
name or even know Sarah, as she has been a friend of Villa Real for many years. 
Over to Sarah … 
 
“….. I worked as a secondary school French teacher for 12 years before having 
my family (my son is now 18 and my daughter 15) and since my daughter joined 
the school I worked in various roles at Villa Real.  
 
Whilst my daughter no longer attends Villa Real, I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to contribute to the school community in the capacity of co-opted 
governor. I hope that with my joint experience of teaching in special education 
and parenting a child with additional needs I will be able to help support the 
school to continue supporting young people to meet their potential.” 
 
We thank Sarah for her willingness to join us on the governing body, and look 
forward to working with her. 
 
The governors would like to thank all our staff, for working so hard with your 
young people this term.  With all good wishes for the festive season.   
 
Suzanne Bailey 

   

Thank you to all family and friends of Villa Real for your support of our fantastic pupils in what has been a very difficult year. We 
hope that next year is a fresh start and we can get our pupils out and about more to enjoy those activities that mean so much. I'd like 
to wish you a very happy Christmas and a bright and joyful New Year. Take care all until we see you again on Thursday 6th January. 

With kind regards, 
Jill Bowe
 

Pupils are focussed on Health Based Physical Education this term. 
This is to raise awareness of how physical activity links positively 
to improvements in mental health and well-being. 

Classes are working hard to be active for 50-80% in a PE session, to 
become more healthy and literate movers. 

We are also completing our ‘Active Daily 30 minutes’ target in 
school to help improve fitness levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In S3A we have laughed and worked very hard this term. From 
2D/3D Shapes to our set text for English of ‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas’. We have loved exploring different hot and 
cold habitats and the different stories of the Bible. Our favourite 
lesson in S3A is our Social Time session, we love working 
together as a team and as individuals to try and win house 
points. We have had a fabulous term and can’t wait to come 
back in January! Have a Lovely Christmas Everyone. 

This half term has been focused upon the Christian Christmas 
festival in S1CE. We have been practicing our Christmas 
performance, coming together with our friends to complete 
‘The Christmas Alphabet Song’. 

 

 

S2CE have been working hard in Drama this term as well as the 
usual lessons and activities! 

This is our wonderful Christmas tree kindly donated by David and 
Kate at Consett Gas, Stoves & Bathrooms Ltd. Many thanks to all 
who have contributed with baubles and decorations. 

 

Some of the children from S2 class have designed Christmas cards for 
a competition run by MP Richard Holden to choose his personal 
Christmas card. They enjoyed developing their computing skills while 
designing them. ‘Well done’ to Lochlan for submitting the winning 
entry and many thanks to Mr. Holden for taking the time to visit the 
school to congratulate Lochlan in person! 

 

 

 

 

 

The VRSA are a friendly group of 
parents and school staff working 
hard to fundraise for a new 
school minibus and sensory 
garden. If you’d like to get 
involved or have any fundraising 
ideas, please pass your details 
on through the school and we’ll 
be in touch.  

Our recent fundraising Red Day was great fun and a big success, raising a total of 
£839.10 for our minibus fund, which Lloyds Bank are kindly going to match fund. 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated raffle prizes or bought raffle tickets. 

 
 

 

 

We sang and danced, 
working together to 
sequence and show all 
of the designed 
letters. 

 

 

 

Today was Christmas 
Lunch day. We came 
in our Christmas 
jumpers, decorated 
and set our table and 
enjoyed our lunch 
followed by classic 
‘cracking’ jokes out of 
our Christmas 
crackers.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

  

 

P2CE have been busy making and decorating their own 
Christmas cakes. Everyone enjoyed being actively involved 
which included weighing the ingredients, pressing the switch to 
activate the mixer, breaking and whisking the eggs, grating 
lemons, adding lots of dried fruits and spices. The Christmas 
cakes are all decorated and ready to share with our families.  

This term as part of our set text we have been learning ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory’. In English we described the characters using 
key words. In Forest schools we made our very own Chocolate S2 
pizza.

S1A pupils have enjoyed various Science visits this term. They visited 
Gibside National Trust, Plessey Woods, Ouseburn Farm and Chopwell 
Woods. They saw different birds, reptiles and mammals. They 
enjoyed exploring the outdoors and climbing in the parks. 

Senior 3 have had a great half term enjoying Rugby coaching. 
All students engaged in the fantastic coaching provided by 
Dallaglio Rugby Works. Skills such as catching, passing, running 
with ball and team work were developed to good standard by 
all. Students had a fantastic learning experience studying the 
importance of warming up before physical activity and working 
as a team. Great fun and learning was had by all. 

 
  

P1A have been working very hard throughout this Autumn term.  

We have been focusing on transferring our skills from one subject to 
another. Mathematics is evident across our curriculum. Here you can 
see pupils using their mathematics knowledge of long and short to 
support categorisation of objects during their NELI programme. 

This term, pupils participated and entered 
a cake decorating competition for Children 
in Need Day. In Science pupils explored 
and identified living things in and around 
school. During music lessons pupils 
explored and created a musical beat using 
the iPad. In Maths pupils counted out the 
ingredients to make their own play dough.  

 

P2 have all settled back to school 
well and made our new friends in 
class welcome. We are all enjoying 
our ‘Attention Autism’ sessions, 
also known as, “what’s in the box.” 
Everyone is developing their 
listening, looking, concentration 
and participation skills. 

Everyone enjoyed making the props 
and scenery for our pantomime, 
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.  The clay 
was particularly enjoyable. We 
hope everyone enjoys our play. 

 

We have enjoyed lots of 
Outdoor Education this half 
term; nature trail and low 
ropes at Gibside, beach walk at 
South Shields and other great 
days. 

 

 

 Our class text this half term has 
been ‘How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas’. We have explored 
sensory stories and painting, 
building sentences and 
character descriptions.  

All pupils have enjoyed 
science this half term 
where we have been 
identifying different 
mammals and learning 
about the 5 vertebrate 
classes of animals. 

Singing Christmas songs at 
Tesco was also a highlight; 
singing and performing 
with the Primary Signing 
choir led by our 
Peripatetic teacher.  

 

 

 

After learning about 
Remembrance Day on the 
11th of November, at 11:00 
the whole class stayed quiet 
for the two minutes silence 
which made staff very proud. 

 

 

 

On the 29th of November 
the class went to sing and 
sign Christmas songs at 
Tesco with class P3. All the 
parents and shoppers who 
watched enjoyed our 
performance. 

 

 

We tasted traditional foods in the Diwali café, created a leaf 
picture in Art & Design and pupils also enjoyed using the 
climbing wall during Outdoor Education. We wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Pupils have used their 
understanding of numerals to 
‘read’ a recipe to make salt 
dough, counting out the 
relevant number of spoons 
and cups of ingredients. They 
chose the shapes for their 
dough using AAC and then 
during art, decorated the 
ornaments to be given during 
the Christian celebration of 
Christmas. 

Pupil’s computing skills are 
continuing to be a strength in 
P1A. Here you can see a pupil 
learning how to retrieve a 
document, using the laptop, 
and another making vertical 
marks on the whiteboard. 

 

We wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and look forward to more 
fun and learning in 2022! 


